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Imam Khamenei (QS), Modernity
Analytical Reading from Philosophical Perspective

Sheikh Shadi Ali®

B Absfract

This study examines the perspective of His Eminence Sayyid Ali Khamenei (QS) on
modernity and modernist thought, contrasting it with an authentic Islamic vision rooted
in a revolutionary Shi’a philosophical framework. It proceeds from the premise that
his Eminence’s (may his secret be sanctified) critique of modernity was not a rejection
of human technological or scientific progress; rather, it was a challenge to a materialist
intellectual hegemony that excludes divine revelation and reduces the human being to
a single dimension.

The study demonstrates that His Eminence (QS) interpreted modernity
philosophically as rooted in “materialism” and branching out from “liberalism”, with
historical links to “colonialism” and “Orientalism.” He further identified a fundamental
opposition between modernity and Islam regarding their respective conceptions of
existence, the human being, progress, justice, and freedom. The study also examines
how modernity is perceived as a threat to the “cultural security” of the nation, framed
through the concepts of “cultural invasion” and “postmodern colonialism”, ultimately
concluding that His Eminence’s (QS) critique of modernity aligns with the most
profound insights of contemporary critical thought, while further surpassing them by
offering a positive alternative.

Keywords:

Modernity, Postmodernism, Khamenei (QS), Islamic Civilization, Liberalism, Postmodern
Colonialism, Orientalism.

1 - A researcher in Islamic studies from Egypt, and a student at a religious seminary [Hawza] in

Lebanon.
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Enlightenment, p. 19.
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