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Studies and Research

|
Ethics of Religious Robots
toward New Understanding of Religious Rituals in Artificial Intelligence Age

Dr. Asmaa Nower®

B Abstract:

The integration of robots into the religious field represents a technological development that
raises deep questions about the relationship between humans and the sacred, as well as between
technological performance and spiritual experience. While this use of robots may help facilitate
certain religious practices and make them more accessible, it also raises concerns about reducing
spiritual experience to mechanical actions that lack intention and awareness. The philosophical
dilemma lies in a question that goes beyond technological efficiency: Does the technological
intermediary help expand the presence of religion in human life, or does it reshape religious
practices in a way that separates actions from their deeper existential meaning?

Regardless of how accurately a robot performs its tasks, a technological entity lacks
consciousness and personal intention. This raises important philosophical and ethical questions
about whether religious actions can legitimately be assigned to robots. This issue becomes even
more complex due to the absence of clear legal and ethical frameworks that define responsibility for
the actions and outputs of robots within the sacred domain. Therefore, this issue requires a critical
approach that balances technological possibilities with the unique nature of spiritual experience.
Itis also necessary to establish clear limits on automation in order to preserve the human meaning
of religion and protect the spiritual experience.

Keywords:

Religious Robots, Robots Ethics, Religious Rituals, Technological Intermediary, Ethical
Responsibility, Religious Speak, Pierre the Humanoid Robot.

1 - PhD in Philosophy of Science from the Faculty of Arts, Assiut University, Arab Republic of Egypt;
specializes in the philosophy of artificial intelligence and robotics technology.

=i wiioladlhwde apull axanill 3509 ¢gall @ould YLAG )A1



SE=EE e sa

oy e |

A (g )b el 51 4 )le 3,80 5 ey lll Jleall 3 Lo o oS ) g dmy o]
32531 Jls O 2l il Lo s N 2 il iy S G S5 o Al Do el
N Al 5 & oy e ke (655 Lo DLl e [ By )b sl cilS lelas )
Lo g o diedl o B Lels 3L ahos g0 o el Duloes G 1) 55 s g dagh 1SCon
Lol s el gr5 1 pltszal 5 g oo Wlenodl s ¥ o L Lghites ol ol g Zodl 4 ) oy
0,8y Ay OF 053 B o) 2SN b Lis I S w13 e 2l OIS 13] Lo Weline I W sloes
ASE 3 ol Jadl) 88 bomay G Y (LD s gy ol Aot A o s JS
O] OF I3 B3 gor 1 4B a3 5o BN ey J] Py a3 ¢ o))
Uamns bl x5l 3 nte 515 8, 25 50 0l st Gl o 3
#llaol OLS LY leda 5 06 o3 ey Lajyl s Il (S ¥ Gl s 3L
ol Ze 1 & o) dtas ool (o o 288l plol O iy cBially o ) ) e
(ol adny o L 25
035 Laldl djloodl 3 S5 M o] Sy b 16580l N gedl Gy e Glazall Vi o
€535 Ml e (yo Eim s I iy el £, 01 0935 ¢ IS5 13T s J] uliedl gy O
W 015 5 ST B e 5 L sk & B Al ey Y JI5dl s 0]

6L OGgig N G AUAI



1Y sal | )L‘F_Sfﬁl

p sie kS e Ll ol il ) sloes dnest e alylllodn g5 55 cade
AV SV p g5t iy Umen BLS s o ]l ISy 013 Lyl S )
,STL;;;_.,»QLU;L&J\J@c%;w\)w\ui.ug;uvbjwijw,wy
ol 558 8 25 a5y pieds 331 3 Al p sgin Aolns sl Ll 25
spedl s Lellasl o 1 LglSous 5l Ledtes OS] J s I3l - a5 ¢ ol
DLl bl o ool el Jo1s Y15 0Ll s Jolidl il o sl U
) Szl s LB adl Dadad Ao 5 el I goeadl Ll L elsY1 B LT e il
8 S il gmeadl Sy Tablows ooty Slay olowil s sl oLl e SIS
(3l o) i e e Y U LS o Bl SVl
B ) g ) LN N s T o oo Uast 585 o 3 5| IS )
A o ot il Ayl ST (g Aol al b 055 Sl Lol elda
i 5 ey Loy ¢ el s Tl oy VAN s oy ST Y T e 851
L Lo M & e N Al bl 00 S 55

(B gy ey el i Cmen BLS Lgins g5 L oll ol g9 31 5 o
:3;.'.'0':.“ 3.:.\.9\.0.“ 394> 9

Cownlie YIS SsY1da JI Jes (Religious Robots -l b g5 J1) e Godsdl 8
iy 51 e OLSII 1 B 0 Vs pulied ol 1 iyl 3500 5 5l
L) 5Bl 3 g5 JB (550 0 ool s 1ol IV DLl p i e
OF e (8835 3 LSy 83k plgn i) oollao¥1 eSO o doay T Gollas s 51
g 5 G150 3 s iy o 3] iy 5 b e Jlaiasle] (o el ol ) s
sy Ll LLYI Y odl 2T e iy Qo

3eiys YWl (o35 SNTLg 58 3 Lyldl 5 ) Il Ky ¥ egllazadl i oy

G5 wiioAlwde Al sl jI$ad epall doudd Ulnd RGN



HLESE | saal

clai |3l e ol B Ll 8l s J] oned €25 5 Lo 5 L) ) oy
S by s MLy s sl ciwdiedl o saal 8 g3 ST sl s L] b el yn
oo Wl el e 3 a1 ] sl o2y el s edgh o Lol
ONdos i A g e Ll Led

370 b (65 I ISV A Laodl 5 5Loed o3 ¢ oy Epall S g5 ) iy o3 0
Lo~ (Symbolic Mediator - § 5o, Ua o 5) Lo 5 Ly S £ & ,lie J) Ty
Ul o 3 el Y1 dis o o Jams ¥ g wiiedl 5 QLY B0 S5
o sany s cdome Il Bladt e A BT JoH 105 o (Bay By o o)l ol
Ll 8al 1 J e Bl Vi 35 Aol 3T e (385 B2 Ll 5Ly 556 515
s mllal (g3 o Il dad il sdg Lo g g comn 0 3LG o ) diomn & 5 10
-(Y)ué-’“‘

el 3 s oY e 55 5l Lol (6 o 5155 Ll il 55,01 55
b Sty sl s ol e obandl 281 e o ¢ sl i BaB] b Lol J2o ¢ guo
JoVI o ezl Sl g g5 dr 5 cJaadl M il JL s I Ll
oo ey Loy s alians Ll 5 Bo Y 00335 LS ke Lolonr s Eilelis ,51,2Y
D5l ol (s alin s LS J g 31 e ol g 3 B3N T ¢ o slall pamy el
s Daslie VY I3 Sl s (5 ey e Slaganaty

s s 535 3] amn 13 Y W) s gl S g 1 30 O o o )1 s
Bl Siag g1 a1 ¢ VI Ealdl o 3 I Lo Sl 1a OB o S g,

1 - Christos Papakostas, Artificial Intelligence in Religious Interpretation: Challenges and
Opportunities, P.275.

2 - Robert M. Geraci, Technology and Religion, p.50.
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