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Female between Freedom, Self”:
Critique of Western Feminist Philosophy from the
Perspective of Philosophy of Religion

Prof. Ali Mohammad Alian Abdel-Razek Al-Khatib®

B Abstract

The research aims to critique the intellectual foundations of Western feminist
philosophy through an analytical and comparative presentation of the perspectives of
Simone de Beauvoir and Judith Butler, focusing on the concepts of freedom, self, body, and
identity. Given the centrality of these concepts in shaping the feminist view of humanity,
the researcher compares them with the philosophy of religion’s conception of humanity
asaspiritual and moral being, thus highlighting the points of convergence and divergence
between the two frameworks. Therefore, the researcher employs a comparative, critical,
analytical approach to examine these concepts and reveal their theoretical structure,
within an analysis that balances the conceptual framework with its philosophical context.
The researcher concluded that Western feminism reformulated the concepts of freedom
and identity through the conception of existential freedom and the social performance
of gender, but this theoretical construction, despite its liberating tendencies, may, in
some of its manifestations, involve reducing the human being to a single dimension,
which opens the way for re-examining the concept of the human being and the limits of

its philosophical definition.

Keywords:
Woman, Freedom, Self, Gender, Western Feminism, Philosophy of Religion, Identity.

1- Professor and Head of the Philosophy Department, Faculty of Arts, Minya University.
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Indian Perspectives, p. 149.

2 - Young Moon: Feminism: Understanding the Movement and Its Impact, p. 1.
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N0V o N by Wbl SV il )l (63 O o - ¥

OlAlg dgjall (g wdiil




)T sasdl | )L””/";af“vi

u"’z;’ Gl3 oo g 13 N X i s ¢ Jor A 52 o «(Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel
Ve iy SV f e B 2B a5 1Tl plast] U5l

Bl gy ol DLW 2 Y 2 g 201 Ll SIS o ()58 50 (53 O o) 10 I3 5
Leioo 5 3l ) b chmedall dindl olaall T J gl asliasdl J) a5 Y L s
wsﬁuc;i:vm)a;:ué},w“awzﬁna;j@u.d?;,g\uhim;j@@we\:@
ol liall s 401 Olazul My cLgslom slazel e Gom ,5 K5 L] 5 5Dl
SIS 55 (5158 92 (65 0 o) DL 53l o ¢ sl a5 oleild Zo3Bs ool L 2o
CAJ(JL&Hewwj&‘ylzbbwé\bjiw‘jwyJiﬁcéj&uiﬂwﬂéduy\
JSC5 1S A s b g 2l s ¥ SN e sy e ST el oo Y
) seall 1dn g 55 50 L seld s 55 Lo o o Baliyns G sty L e il ol

o e O e 5 I8 I 0 B (33 52 (69 8 ) OB Gl
A0S 0505 2 N (55 o8 Cor o s ooy & ol 81l
o5 3 5L 5T s el Ao i e 05 Lo s e lann V1 1 ST GG
Lol a2 1l 5Ll tgabio sl 3V s s 515V oty ozl
ool S35 W by Sy W ¥ o 1T e dy sl e o3 e J5 0 eldas o]
mjtdbiﬂjaj\ﬂjc&dbj%}Mm%{d\#m}rqj\)jﬂbd)#b
‘Lg,;w\)jmsiﬁg\;\;uu@uj‘sif\wq@éﬁg\”ub@@w\
bl e g ¥l sl e sl Kin B (e s (58 el sldl o 31 iy Loy
O g5 kil LS55 3 Lty Sloale Bl s oSl ollgodl 3 S35 gl
(Y‘).(J\jﬁﬁ L“S" QW)A;&%;:«WY\MU il

1 - Susan James: Complicity and Slavery in The Second Sex, p. 151
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2 - Joseph Mahon: Existentialism, Feminism and Simone de Beauvoir, pp. 116-117.
3 - Sara Heinamaa: “Simone de Beauvoir on Sexual Difference,” in Women
Phenomenologists on Social Ontology: We-Experiences, Communal Life, and Joint
Action, p. 225.
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1 - Joseph Mahon: Existentialism, Feminism and Simone de Beauvoir, p. 142.
2- Allison Weir: Feminism and Freedom, The Routledge Companion to Feminist
Philosophy, p. 670.
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1- Allison Weir: Feminism and Freedom, The Routledge Companion to Feminist
Philosophy, p. 670.

2 - Debra Bergoften: Simone de Beauvoir: (Re)counting the Sexual Difference, p. 254.
3 - Karen Lee Shelby: Simone de Beauvoir’s Theories of Freedom, pp. 1-2.
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1 - Johanna Rostek: Be Part of the Solution: Gender Sensitivity in Confirmation Work,
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1 - Nancy Bauer: Beauvoir on the Allure of Self-Objectification, in Feminist Metaphysics:
Explorations in the Ontology of Sex, Gender, and the Self, p. 117.

2 - Judith Butler: Performative Acts and Gender Constitution: An Essay in
Phenomenology and Feminist Theory, p. 520.
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