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Editorial

N
Dread of Death, Question of Meaning

Editor -in- chief
Dr. Mohammad Mahmoud Mortada

Since human consciousness arose, death has been the mystery that relentlessly pursues us. It is not
just the stopping of the heart or an incidental event in the natural cycle. Rather, it is the point where
all our certainties shatter, and the moment when experience halts and presence fades, leaving behind
questions without clear answers.

Why do we die? Is death an end or a transition? Is there something beyond the nothingness that
keeps its secrets hidden?

Throughout the ages, death has not merely been an individual experience; it has been the
cornerstone of civilizations, religions, and philosophies.

From the time of the Pharaonic pyramids to the rituals of primitive peoples, and from the
meditations of philosophers to the texts of sacred books, man has been trying to negotiate mortality,
to interpret it, to give it meaning, or at least to postpone the moment of confrontation. However, the
question remained unanswered, eluding the mind, causing fear, and reshaping man’s understanding
of life itself.

In modern Western thought, death is no longer a mere mystery awaiting explanation, but rather
an existential dilemma in its own right.

With the decline of religious faith in modern philosophies and the absence of traditional concepts
of the afterlife, death has become more severe and present in the consciousness of contemporary man.
In modern Western philosophy, death has become an end; everything comes to an irreversible end.

This transformation did not rid man of fear; rather, it increased his anxiety. Iflife is endless, and
if death is the final destination, what meaning remains? Is anything worth living if death is inevitable
at the end?

Death in Philosophical Thought between Nothingness, Search for Meaning
Since the beginnings of philosophical thought, death has been a central theme in human
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reflections on his existence. It raised the most important questions, including: Does life have a
purpose if death is inevitable? Is annihilation the only destiny, or there is an extension beyond it?

The answers vary between ancient and modern philosophers, but the anxiety remains
constant, reappearing with every attempt to understand fate.

In ancient oriental philosophies such as Buddhism and Hinduism, Death was a recurring
cycle of life and death, where a humankind remains in a cycle of rebirth until they reach the
state of final liberation (nirvana).

For the Greeks, death was linked to questions of justice and immortality. Plato saw death
as a release of the soul from the body, allowing it to move to the realm of ideals, where absolute
truth and perfect existence exist. On the other hand, Aristotle saw death as a natural event,
but he did not provide a clear idea of what comes after it. Instead, he focused on how to live a
virtuous life before death.

However, in the modern times, this perspective was turned upside down. When Nietzsche
declared the “Death of God,” he was not just referring to the death of religion, but also the
collapse of the traditional concepts that had once granted life meaning beyond death. If there
is no other world, then death becomes absolute emptiness, the irreversible end.

Hence, Martin Heidegger developed a new philosophy of death, considering it “the most
authentic truth” of human existence. According to him, humankind is “beings-toward-death,”
meaning that his awareness of death defines the essence of life, as he live in the shadow of
inevitable end. However, this view made death merely a backdrop that defines how life is lived.

Existential anxiety reached its peak with Jean-Paul Sartre and Albert Camus. For Sartre,
death is the limit that deprives the humankind of fully realizing himself, making life absurd.
There is no purpose beyond death, and there is no meaning survives annihilation.

Camus, in turn, saw death as the ultimate proof of life’s absurdity, where all attempts to
imbue existence with meaning are mere illusions.

If death is meaningless, then life is also meaningless, raising the most terrifying philosophical
question: why wouldn’t suicide be the logical solution to this absurdity?

Thus, instead of providing answers about death, modern philosophy turned it into a crisis
with no way out. With the collapse of major religious narratives in Western societies, humankind
has become increasingly alone in the face of his fate. If death is the ultimate end, then all the
values for which one lived, all moments of love, pain, and triumph, become meaningless, as
oblivion will erase them all in the end. Death thus shifted from being a passage to another world
to becoming the abyss that swallows everything.

However, is this the only way to understand death, or are there other perspectives that
provide a vision that is beyond this nihilism? Did religions provide mere flimsy explanations for
death, or did they provide answers more consistent with the depth of the questions humankind

asks?
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Death in Science: Is It Possible to Escape Annihilation?

While philosophy remained immersed in its existential anxiety, science moved toward
treating death as a natural phenomenon that could be analyzed and perhaps overcome.
In philosophical thought, if death is an unsolvable dilemma, scientists have viewed it as
merely a malfunction in the biological system of organisms, which can be understood,
perhaps even postponed or overcome. However, has science succeeded in providing a
true answer to death, or has it, despite its progress, merely postponed the confrontation?
When considering death from a biological perspective, we find that it is an essential part of the
life cycle; cells die systematically at every moment, in a process known as “Apoptosis”, which
allows organisms to regenerate and adapt to their environment. Nevertheless, at the macro level,
aging and natural deterioration remain.

Scientistsdidnotstopthere. Sincethe20thcentury,researchhasbeenfocusedonunderstanding
the mechanisms of aging and death, aiming at prolonging human life. Certain genes have been
discovered that control longevity, such as “sirtuin” genes, which play a role in resistance to
aging. Processes such as CRISPR DNA editing have also been developed, which allowing for the
manipulation of genetic factors that lead to natural death. In recent years, a set of research has
emergedthataimsnotonlytopostponedeath,butalsotobypassitentirely. Companieslike “Kalevik”
and “SINGULARITY” are developing methods to extend lifespans indefinitely, by reorganizing
cells or even uploading human consciousness to digital platforms, in what is known as
“transhumanism.”

Some scientists, such as Raymond Kurzweil, believe that humans will reach a point where
the human brain will be able to integrate with artificial intelligence, allowing consciousness to
be transferred to an electronic environment that is not subject to the laws of biology. However,
can we truly escape death?

Despite all the scientific progress, there remain huge obstacles. Even if we were able to
postpone aging or even upload consciousness to computers, the philosophical question becomes
“is the person whose consciousness is uploaded the same person, or merely a digital copy,
does postponing death indefinitely truly mean overcoming it, or is it merely a denial of the
inevitability that governs everything in the universe?”

Of course, we can prolong life, delay aging, or improve our quality of life, but we cannot—
and will never—transcend the moment when everything ends, because death is part of the
very nature of existence. The most important question becomes “is death the problem, or is it
human fear of it that makes it as a problem, is the search for immortality the solution, or is the
true meaning of life only understood with death?”

Therefore, the difference between the scientific and religious views of death becomes
apparent; the question becomes not “How do we escape death?” but “How do we understand it?”
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Death as Bath to Ultimate Justice

Philosophy has treated death as an existential problem, and science has treated it as
a biological phenomenon subject to study. However, religions presented a completely
different vision, where death was a point of transition to another life. Religions did not
seek to deny or circumvent death, but rather to give it meaning and integrate it into a
cosmic order, which makes physical annihilation merely a stage in an endless journey.
Despite the differences in its details among religions, this concept has remained addressing
human anxiety in better way, and more effective on how one see himself and his destiny.

In the heavenly religions (Judaism, Christianity, and Islam), death is viewed as the moment
of separation between two worlds, where the soul transitions from the visible world to the
world of the unseen, from temporary life to eternal life. This conceptipn gives death a moral
perspective; it becomes the path to an ultimate justice, where the oppressor is held accountable,
the doer of good is rewarded, and everyone receives what he deserves.

Despite the radical difference between the visions of some ancient oriental religions on death
and the divine vision of it, what they all have in common is that death is part of a well-defined
moral order.

While Western philosophy has been unable to provide a definitive answer to death - even
though modern science has worked to postpone it without eliminating it - religions have
provided a vision that gives death meaning, making it an extension of life, not its end. This
conception was more capable of calming human anxiety because it not only described death,
but also provided an answer about its cause, purpose, and what comes after it.

Ultimately, the issue of death seems to relate to life itself. If death is merely a meaningless
cessation, then life itself loses its value. However, if death is a passage to a wider existence, then
life takes on a deeper meaning, and fear of death transforms into preparation for it.

Hence, the Islamic vision of death, which places it within the context of the ultimate purpose
of creation, where every life has an extension, every action has its consequences, and everyone
will face the truth, from which no one can avoid it.

Islamic Vision of Death as Liberation from Absurdity
A key question emerges at the core of the philosophical issue concerning death: What

happens to consciousness after death? Does it end like the body, or does it continue in another
form?

The materialist philosophy, which dominated modern Western thought, originated from
the assumption that consciousness is merely a brain function, if the brain ceases, consciousness
ends completely. However, this assumption is nothing more than a reflection of a narrow
materialistic perspective, where the mind is viewed as a machine and life is seen as a sensory
experience that ends in annihilation. In contrast, the Qur'an presents a completely different
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vision, where death is not the end of consciousness. Rather, it is a point of revelation, where
consciousness becomes more expansive and perceptive than it was in the worldly life. As this
verse clarifies: {You were certainly in unmindfulness of this, and We have removed from you
your cover, so your sight, this Day, is sharp.} [Qaf, verse: 22]. Death removes the veils that
limited human perception in this worldly life. Therefore, death is a transition to a sharper,
more present consciousness, where one sees the truth that was hidden behind the veil of matter.
The Qur’an confirms this idea by describing the afterlife as “the true life.” Allah Almighty
says: {And this worldly life is not but diversion and amusement. And indeed, the home of the
Hereafter - that is the life, if only they knew.} [Al-Ankabut, verse: 64]. The Qur’an here presents
a radical vision that differs from the materialistic view, which is the life we live now is not real
life; it is merely a shadow, an unfinished experience. True life, however, begins after death, where
perception is clearer and consciousness is more expansive.

If philosophers have made death a source of existential anxiety, and if science has attempted to
resist it without transcending it, the Quranic vision transforms death into a moment of revelation,
when a person realizes for the first time the ultimate truth that had eluded them in this world.
While the Western question about death is: “What comes after annihilation?”, the Islamic
question is completely different: “How do we prepare for real life?”. The difference between
the two questions is what determines the difference between existential anxiety and deep faith.

Based on all that has been discussed, this issue of “Eitiqad” journal tackles the question of
death, addressing a range of questions and dilemmas raised about it. In this context, the article
“Death According to Materialist Philosophers) examines the visions of the naturalistic and
materialist school of thought in Western philosophy, tracing its development from the Greek era
to the present day. The researcher presents the opinions of prominent philosophers throughout
various historical periods regarding death and annihilation, and then analyzes their doctrine,
which denies life after death, or offers an interpretation of immortality, in a way that contrasts
with the teachings of the heavenly religions.

Meanwhile, the article (Brain Death, Organ Transplantation, Biotechnological Immortality
- Fundamental Theological Study), addresses the attempts of some scientists and computer
engineers to explain consciousness by reducing it to biological and neural processes within
the human brain, and the possibility of simulating human consciousness and transferring it
via complex computer systems. Therefore, humankind can experience immortality after the
death of the bodies. At the end of the article, the author criticizes this reductive vision of human
consciousness, corrects the concept of immortality and eternity, and the impossibility of cloning
human consciousness while preserving the unity of the conscious personality.

The article, (Sanctity of Suicide According to Voluntary Action Philosophy,) discusses the
philosophy of the sanctity of suicide and the Islamic vision about the meaning of life, human
responsibility within it, and the purpose of creation and existence in the worldly life. It also
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emphasizes that human beings are responsible for all their actions in any case he faces, and
that man must endure the hardships and trials of life, according to a purposeful Islamic cosmic
vision that saves him from lost in absurdity and nihilism.

In an attempt to explain another meaning of death, which is voluntary, worldly death, the
article (Voluntary Death, Journey to Truth) attempts to explain the vision of some schools of
Islamic ethics. This is regarding how a humankind can be liberated from worldly attachments;
achieve spiritual death from the world of appearances and perceptions, whereby a cognitive,
heartfelt vision is revealed, transporting one toward the world of truth and meaning.

Discussing the existence of a separate world of ideals, the author of the article (Explaining
Near-Death Experiences, Based on Suhrawardi)s Theory of Ideals) World» delves into the
experiences of those who have come close to death. This interpretation is based on the idea of
an ideal world that exists separately from the physical world, yet is simultaneously a part of its
core and truth. According to this view, those who have come close to death have, in fact, entered
that world, a realm characterized by heightened perception, awareness, and an understanding
of things beyond the capacity of ordinary senses.

In conclusion, we hope this issue will be well-received by readers, offering the desired
benefit, Allah willing, and contributing to the academic and cultural arena with critical and
analytical tools to address other intellectual currents.

Praise be to Allah, both now and always.



Issue 6| Eiqad
|
Death According to Materialist Philosophers

Dr. Ghaidan Al-Sayed Ali®

B Abstract

This research explores the perspectives of materialist philosophers on death, analyzing
their visions through their broader philosophical framework, which asserts that the
universe is made only of “matter”, and that all mental phenomena can be explained in
materialistic terms. In their approach to death, these philosophers rejected the “duality of
existence”, and emphasized a materialistic monism, which naturally led them to a dead-
end in their understanding. This is a predictable outcome of attempting to explain a purely
metaphysical phenomenon, like death, using exclusively material mechanisms. Their
conclusions ultimately portrayed death as the cessation of consciousness and a plunge into
oblivion, completely negating the possibility of an afterlife. Some even argued that only
the memory of exceptional individuals—geniuses and outstanding human beings—might
endure. Throughout their work, they adhered to the scientific method, which, in the end,
revealed the inadequacy and collapse of their theories and claims.

Keywords:

Materialism — Death - Duality of Existence - Monism - Materialism of the Soul - Nothingness
- Eternity.

1 - Professor of Philosophy, Faculty of Arts, Beni Suef University - Egypt.
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Brain Death, Organ Transplantation,

Biotechnological Immortality
Fundamental Theological Study

Hamadou Jiro®

B Abstract

The importance of this research lies in its exploration of a modern topic that is at the
forefront of contemporary debates: “The issue of death and immortality (biotechnology)”.
This field is experiencing rapid growth, capturing the attention of scientists due to the
significant advancements in biotechnology. One of the most notable challenges comes
from the posthumanism ideology, which envisions a more advanced human being by
enhancing their spiritual, psychological, intellectual, and physical abilities, ultimately
striving for biotechnological immortality. This research aims at analyzing these
phenomena, offering a comparative and comprehensive perspective. It examines various
visions on concepts like transhumanism, posthumanism, biotechnology, and its effects.
The research also explores the similarities and differences between the posthumanism
vision of humanity and the religious understanding of these principles, providing a deeper
insight into this intellectual and existential debate.

Keywords:

Death - Soul - Biotechnological Immortality — Brain Death — Consciousness Transfer.

1 - Islamic Writer and Researcher
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Voluntary Death, Journey to Truth

Sheikh Dr. Mohammad Nimr®

B Abstract

This article aims at explaining the nature of spiritual death in Islamic
ethics, its relationship to real death, the realm of Barzakh, the disembodiment of the
soul, and the world of the ideals. It also explains the types of spiritual death and the
viewpoints of scholars of ethics and transcendental wisdom regarding it, given that this
concept is considered a main part of the humankind’s work on the path to reaching
Allah - Almighty. This article will also clarify the relationship between voluntary death
and spiritual death, the levels and types of voluntary death, how ethicists have used lesser
death to explain concepts of ultimate death. It will also explain the most important
differences in the discussion of spiritual death between ethicists and transcendentalists.
The article concludes by highlighting the importance of treating the fear of death by
understanding its origins and causes, and by exploring how to treat it through what
ethicists have provided in their explanations of death, the soul, and fear.

Keywords:
Spiritual Death - Voluntary Death - Fear of Death - Lesser Death - Ultimate Death.

1 - Researcher at Educational Research and Studies Center, University and Seminary Professor.
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Sanctity of Suicide According to Voluntary Action

Philosophy

Hussein Ibrahim Shams EI-Din®

B Abstract

The issue of suicide and its legalization, or so-called euthanasia, poses a new problem
in the contemporary world. It has prompted renewed research and analysis into the
philosophical and theological dimensions, which lies behind the clear prohibition of suicide
in Islamic law, and indeed in other laws.

In this research paper, there is an attempt to demonstrate that suicide, as a voluntary
act, lacks the principles of human voluntary action. It argues that committing suicide is the
opposite of voluntary actions, which humans undertake to search for attainable perfection
or a deficient imperfection. This is done by analytically reviewing the issue of voluntary
action, and its immediate and distant principles, based on which the extent the act of suicide
conforms to these principles, which take into account human dignity.

Keywords:
Suicide - Voluntary Action - Scientific Principle of action — Will - Sanctity.

1 - Islamic Writer and Researcher
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Explaining Near-Death Experiences Based on

Suhrawardi’s Theory of Ideals’ World ¢V

Laila Forouzi® Asadollah Ajir®

Fatemeh Bakhtiari®  Translated by: Mohammad Firas al-Halbawi®

B Abstract:

So far, various and different theories have been presented, some of which are
contradictory, to explain near-death experiences. However, all of them have failed to clarify
some of the fundamental aspects of these experiences. This article aims at explaining the
theory of al-Suhrawardi regarding the world of the ideals, arguing that this theory provides
amore rational explanation for these experiences. In al-Suhrawardis theory of the world
of the ideals, the characteristics of this world closely resemble those observed in near-death
experiences. Therefore, based on this theory, it is sometimes possible to present near-death
experiences by integrating other theories of (Sheikh of Ishraq) [Master of Illumination],
such as the theory of Illuminationism, al Anwar alQahira [the overpowering lights], and
the dhikir [remembrance].

Keywords:
Mere Ghosts - Near-Death Experience - Life after Death, Sheikh al-Ishraq - Parapsychology.

1 - Philosophy of Religion Magazine: 19th Edition, Issue 2, Summer 2022, Pages 267292- (Research Article)

2 - PhD in Islamic Philosophy and Wisdom, Razi University, Kermanshah, Iran.

3 - Assistant Professor, Department of Theology, Faculty of Arts and Humanities, Razi University,
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Cognitive Study of Adam’s (PBUH) Residence in Barzakh Paradise,
His Descent from it According to New Sadranian Sages Visions @

Mohammad Ali Akbari® Nafisa Fayyad Bakhsh®
Translated by: Mohammad Firas al-Halbawi®

B Abstract

This research is concerned with studying the opinions of the new Sadrian sages and their
writings based on religious texts regarding “the necessity of Adam’s (peace be upon him) initial
residence in Paradise.” The sages have believed that humanity must begin its journey and
movement from the station of the descending Barzakh, passing through the material world with
its multiplicities, and completing its integrative life and ascending movement by its own will
and choice towards the world of mind and its unity ®'. Therefore, according to the Quranic
expression, Adam (peace be upon him) began his earthly journey from the Barzakh paradise. In
that paradise, he received initial instructions and learned them, such as the divine names and the
true station of divine caliphate, and his being prostrated to by the angels, to benefit from them in
his life on earth. He also became aware of the devilish whispers and understood the extent of Iblis’
enmity towards the humanity. He was then descended, carrying these teachings and treasures,
to the earth. Thus, Adam’s presence in paradise was based on a great benefit that elevated him to
perfection, and he was meant to settle in the dominion of this world before descending from it.

Keywords:
Adam (PBUH) - Initial Barzakh - Mulla Sadra - New Sadrist Movement - The Descent.

1 - Philosophy of Religion Magazine, 16th Edition, Issue 3, Fall 2019 / Pages 459477- (Research
Article) / Date Received: January 8, 2019 - Date Accepted: July 14, 2019

1 - PhD student in the Department of Philosophy and Islamic Theology, Islamic Azad University,

Tehran Central Branch, Tehran, Iran.
1 - Assistant Professor at the Islamic Azad University, Tehran Central Branch, Tehran, Iran.

1 - PhD in Persian Literature, University of Tehran, Sworn Translator
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Resurrection, World after Death

Nabil Ali Saleh ©®

B Abstract

Belief in the Day of Judgment and the Resurrection is a pillar of faith. The person, who is
sound in his innate nature, understands that there must come a day when the absolute justice
that is so lacking on this earth will be achieved. The messages of all the prophets, to a large and
significant extent, carried the call to believe in the Afterlife and the Day of Resurrection. They
taught that death is notannihilation, nor the end oflife, but rather it is the end of life in its earthly
form, and the beginning of a greater and more expansive life, which is the life after death.
This book, which we are reviewing in this article, sheds light on a fundamental pillar of Islamic
belief: the Resurrection. It is a fundamental issue in the system of religious beliefs, especially
our Islamic belief. In this book, the author sheds light on many points related to the human
resurrection and the afterlife (such as the philosophy of creation, comprehensive justice,
evidence for the resurrection, the survival and independence of the soul, signs of the Day of
Judgment, and others).

From this, we derive a key idea: life is a constant and continuous movement. Allah,
Almighty, did not create people in vain, but rather for a greater, known, and perfect purpose.
Life is eternal, as is the immortality of the human soul, and what changes within it is its
form and outward appearance. The transition takes place from one earthly world to another
characterized by absolute justice.

Keywords:

Death - Resurrection — Innate Nature - Spiritual and Physical Resurrection - Justice.

1- Syrian researcher and writer.




