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State, Source of Legitimacy in Religious
Thought, Modern Philosophy

Prof. Sayyed Hafez Abdel Hameed®

B Absfract

This research examines the concept of legitimacy as a pivotal pillar in both philosophical
and religious thought, highlighting the fundamental divergence between the Western
model and the Islamic perspective. The central problematic lies in the shift of the source of
legitimacy in the West, from “Divine Right” to “legal rationality” and the social contract, a
transition that resulted in the “desacralization” of the state, transforming it into a material,
utilitarian entity grounded in absolute human sovereignty. Through the thesis of political
theology, the study exposes the illusory nature of neutrality within this Western rationality,
asserting that modern state concepts are merely a form of “secularized theology,” wherein
the state has evolved into a sovereign entity that exercises violence and the power of
exception under the guise of law. Conversely, the study establishes the foundations for
the model of the “Legitimate State” in Islam, a model that integrates religion and politics
into a cohesive epistemological and ethical unity.

The research concludes that the importation of Western paradigms has led to the eclipse
of civilizational consciousness and the creation of a crisis within contemporary Islamic
discourse. It asserts that the solution lies in reclaiming epistemological distinctiveness and
forging a link between the secular and the religious, while emphasizing the necessity of
revitalizing contemporary Ijtihad to keep pace with the developments of the modern era,

without compromising the universal and immutable principles of Sharia.

Keywords:
Legitimacy, the State, Modern Philosophy, Secularism, Islamic Legitimacy, Political Theology.

1- Professor of Modern Arab Thought and Sufism, Department of Philosophy, Beni Suef University, Egypt.
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